TRI-VALLEY TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL

Alameda County Operations Building
4825 Gleason Drive, Dublin CA 94568

Candace Andersen

TVTC Chair

Supervisor District 2
Contra Costa County

(925) 944-6492

Doug Horner
TVTC Vice-Chair
Councilmember
Livermore

(925) 980-2655

Jerry Pentin
Vice-Mayor
Pleasanton
(925) 931-5001

Scott Perkins
Councilmember
San Ramon
(925) 973-2530

Tim Sbranti
Mayor

Dublin

(925) 833-6650

Newell Arnerich
Councilmember
Danville

(925) 314-3329

Scott Haggerty

Supervisor District 1

Alameda County
(510) 272-6691

WEDNESDAY, September 17, 2014
4:00 p.m.
Danville Library, Mount Diablo Room
400 Front St, Danville, CA 94526

AGENDA

Call to Order, Roll Call, and Self Introductions
Public Comment
Approval of Meeting Minutes June 19, 2014*

Oral Communication

o > w NP

Old Business

a. Draft 2014 Contra Costa Countywide Transportation Plan (CTP)
Update* (Full CTP: http://www.ccta.net/funding/our_future)

6. New Business
a. TVTC Legal Services Agreement (Action Item)*
b. 2014/2015 TVTC Board Meeting Schedule*

c. SB743: Draft Guidelines for Transportation Impact Analysis in CEQA
(Discussion Item)

7. Other Business/Announcements
8. Adjournment
*Attachment(s) ** Handouts

The Tri-Valley Transportation Council meetings are wheelchair accessible. If
you have any questions related to the Tri-Valley Transportation Council
meeting agenda, please contact Jamar Stamps, TVTC Administrative staff at
(925) 674-7832 or email at jamar.stamps@dcd.cccounty.us.

Upcoming Meeting:

TVTC: November 17, 2014, 4:00 p.m., Danville Library, Mount Diablo
Room, 400 Front St, Danville, CA 94526
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Candace Andersen To: Tri-Valley Transportation Council (TVTC)
TVTC Chair
Supervisor District 2 . : . .
Contra Costa County From: TVTC Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)
(925) 944-6492

Date: September 17, 2014

Doug Horner
TVTC Vice-Chair
Councilmember
Livermore

(925) 980-2655

Jerry Pentin
Vice-Mayor
Pleasanton
(925) 931-5001

Scott Perkins
Councilmember
San Ramon
(925) 973-2530

Tim Sbranti
Mayor

Dublin

(925) 833-6650

Newell Arnerich
Councilmember
Danville

(925) 314-3329

Scott Haggerty

Supervisor District 1

Alameda County
(510) 272-6691

Subject:  2014/2015 TVTC Meeting Schedule

2014/2015 TVTC Board Meeting Dates
Danville Library, Mount Diablo Room
400 Front St, Danville, CA 94526

Wednesday, September 17,2014
Monday, November 17, 2014
Monday, January 26, 2015!
Monday, April 20,2015
Monday, July 20, 2015

Monday, October 19, 2015

RECOMMENDATION

ADOPT the 2014/2015 TVTC Board Meeting Calendar.

! Meeting date changed due to Martin Luther King Day.

Tri-Valley Transportation Council
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Candace Andersen

TVTC Chair

Supervisor District 2
Contra Costa County

(925) 944-6492

Doug Horner
TVTC Vice-Chair
Councilmember
Livermore

(925) 980-2655

Jerry Pentin
Vice-Mayor
Pleasanton
(925) 931-5001

Scott Perkins
Councilmember
San Ramon
(925) 973-2530

Tim Sbranti
Mayor

Dublin

(925) 833-6650

Newell Arnerich
Councilmember
Danville

(925) 314-3329

Scott Haggerty

Supervisor District 1

Alameda County
(510) 272-6691

To: Tri-Valley Transportation Council (TVTC)

From: TVTC Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

Date: September 17, 2014

Subject:  SB743: Draft Guidelines for Transportation Impact Analysis in
CEQA

BACKGROUND

On September 27, 2013, Governor Jerry Brown signed Senate Bill (SB) 743 which
will result in changes to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) with
regard to the evaluation of transportation and development projects.

These changes will include elimination of auto delay, level of service (LOS), and
other similar measures of vehicular capacity or traffic congestion as a basis for
determining significant environmental impacts.

On August 6, 2014, OPR released the Preliminary Discussion Draft of Updates
to the CEQA Guidelines Implementing SB 743. The Draft Guidelines propose to
shift from LOS and delay-based methodologies to Vehicle Miles Travelled
(VMT). This shift is intended to enable further development of mixed-use areas,
while reducing Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from transportation sources.

DISCUSSION

The TVTC TAC discussed the Draft Guidelines at the September 3, 2014 TAC
meeting. Potential impacts to TVTC include, but are not limited to: increased
costs for mitigating transportation projects (including all projects identified in
the TVTC Transportation Expenditure Plan), and reduced development activity
due to onerous traffic analysis requirements, thus reducing developer fee
revenue. The TAC will continue to discuss the Draft Guidelines and potential
impacts to TVTC, and incorporate any comments from the TVTC Board based
on today’s discussion.

ANALYSIS

Many jurisdictions use “level of service” standards to measure transportation
impacts of land development projects and long range plans. Commonly known
as LOS, level of service measures vehicle delay at intersections and on roadways
and is represented as a letter grade A through F. LOS A represents free flowing
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traffic, while LOS F represents congested conditions. All Tri-Valley cities use this measure to
mitigate land development impacts including the Traffic Impact Fees. The OPR is recommending
getting rid of LOS criteria for all CEQA analyses related to land development and replace it with
Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT). VMT is calculated by multiplying the expected vehicle trips from a
development by the length of average trip.

Key issues to Discuss:

1. OPR is recommending using a regional VMT average (for us 9 counties under MTC)
threshold in determining the significance of land development impacts. This is a significant
concern for communities like Tri-Valley area, due to the fact that our VMTs for new
development would be hard to compete with VMT for more urban areas like Oakland and
San Francisco, where the VMT is inherently lower due to the compact land use and
significantly higher transit options, and put us at a disadvantage in attracting needed land
development in this area. A potentially simple way to address this is to allow local
jurisdictions to set their own thresholds, just like it is done under the current CEQA
standards. This would allow us to compete with other jurisdictions in the region.

2. OPR should consider a “trial” period to test the tools available to local agency staff for
analyzing the new metrics (VMT per capita, VMT per trip, VMT by area, etc.) before the
new guidelines become mandatory. Establishing a trial period on the use of the new
guidelines will allow local agency and OPR staff to determine what does and doesn’t work,
and establish “best practices” for the new metrics. In addition, OPR should consider
developing a training manual and offering internet-based and/or in-person training for
CEQA practitioners.

3. The elimination of LOS and vehicle delay as a finding of significance under CEQA when
analyzing the impacts of a development may have unintended consequences on the
performance of transit vehicles accessing the area. Since we no longer would evaluate the
delay and congestion, we would not know the delay caused to the transit vehicles. A
potential solution could be to analyze the delay using LOS just for the transit vehicles along
a corridor to ensure the delays are not getting so significant that they would harm the
transit service.

RECOMMENDATION
RECEIVE update on SB743: Draft Guidelines for Transportation Impact Analysis in CEQA and

DIRECT staff to transmit comments to OPR on behalf of TVTC by the October 10, 2014 comment
deadline.
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